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enquiries, and try all cases connected with the commu-                    H\
nity, and to abide by the decision of the chiefs.    The                     4\
Voyddoos (pandits) and Bhoutuls (Josis and Kavis also ranked with Voyddas and  Bhoutuls) had their honours                     -"
on all important occasions, and they are placed in the same rank with the elders.    The Karestuns, or the Commons, are the whole body of the masses.    Their voice is                     1 ' necessary on certain important occasions, as during the                     J ceremonies of excommunication,  and prayaschittas for                      | admitting  renegades, and during  periodical   meetings                         I1 of the community.    The Goundans at present are not                          ' exercising any of their powers, except in some religious matters.    Saurashtra Brahmans were originally leading                      : a purely religious life, but now they have begun to do                         1 business of different descriptions fitted to their position. Their  chief occupation  is  agriculture,   but   some  are trading, dyeing and weaving ; however, it can be safely affirmed that their business interferes in no way with their religious creed and ceremonies.    The name Patnul-gar means silk weavers, and is sometimes erroneously applied to the Saurashtras too ; but, on the contrary, the term strictly applies to all classes of weavers in Southern India, called Seniyars, Kaikkolars, Devangas, Kshatris (Khattris),   Parayas,   Sengundas,   Mudaliars,   Saliyurs, Padmasalays, but not to the  Saurashtras in any way. The Saurashtras  are now seen as a mercantile  community.    They   are   brave    but   humble,   god-fearing, hospitable,   fond   of  festivities  and   amusement.    The Saurashtras, it  is said,  were  originally a class of sun worshippers, from  soura meaning   sun,  but   the   term Saurashtra means inhabitants of the fruitful  kingdom. Their religion is  Hinduism, and they were originally Madhvas.    After their settlement   in   Southern   India, some of them, owing to the preachings of Sankaracharya